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Abstract: The paper addresses the genealogies of the Musaviyya
Sayyids focusing on materials of funeral epigraphy from the Shah-i
Zinda

complex (15™ -18™ centuries). This is the first attempt on the basis of
inscriptions to restore chronologically the history of the Musaviyya
family, and to put forth the assumption of political functions of certain
persons from this family.

For the first time the texts of epitaphs and their translations into
English were brought in scientific circulation. The paper opens a wide
field for further research on Sayyids’ history, genealogies, and their
reconstruction.
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The richest source of the Sayyids’ genealogy in the Mawaraunnahr
region is represented by funeral epigraphy from the Shah-i Zinda
complex, a unique and famous historical-architectural monument from
the 14™ — 15™ centuries', where the prevailing number of gravestone
constructions which absorbed the elements of the architectural decor and
rich calligraphy, have survived in their original appearance. The complex
occupies the area on the southern part of the ancient settlement Afrasiab,
a famous pre-Islamic city center of Samarkand located in the east of the
present-day city site.

! There are 11 memorial cultic constructions in Shah-i Zinda, the majority of which are
dated from the 14th and 15th centuries.
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As a result of archeological excavations and restoration works which
were carried out in the memorial complex Shah-i Zinda before the 2750-
th anniversary of the city of Samarkand’, there were revealed a great
number of gravestones unearthed and cleared from the ground and
sediments, what enabled further studying the funeral epigraphy of that
complex. Due to moral and material support rendered by the Max Van
Bershem Foundation, in the autumn of 2006 and in the beginning of
2007, the epigraphic expedition worked in the territory of the necropolis
and the cemetery. During these works, they registered over 100
gravestones with inscriptions.

Although the history of epigraphy studies at the complex Shah-i
Zinda is not rich in publications, but due to its location and specific
architectural features, the complex, nevertheless, had drawn attention of
some experts. At the end of the 19" century, S.A.Lapin undertook the
first attempt to translate a small portion of inscriptions from that
complex.’ Some information on inscriptions from Shah-i Zinda is given
in comments to the translation of the book “Samaria” by the renowned
scholar V.L.Vyatkin.* At the end of the last century, the inscriptions
from Shah-i Zinda were published by the French researcher E.Blochet, in
whose translation the errors were noticed.’ In the middle of the 20"
century, M.E.Masson made new translation and interpretation of the
inscriptions from the Turkan-aka mausoleum included in that complex.®
V.A.Shishkin accomplished translation and publication of the most part
of the survived inscriptions from the complex Shah-i Zinda, though

> In the summer of 2004 the Muslim Religious Directorate of Uzbekistan, the
administration of the Samarkand oblast and the Ministry of Culture put forward an
initiative to establish a community fund of « Shah-i Zinda » aimed at accomplishing
restoration and reconstructive works in the architectural complex, as well as with respect
to capital improvement. See. Andrey Kudryashov, Fergana.Ru (Tashkent-Samarkand)
(http://www.ferghana.ru/article.php?id=3584).

> C.AJlammm. TlepeBox Hammmcell HAa MCTOPHYECKHX MNAMATHHKAaX CaMapKaH[a.
CrpaBouHas KHIKKa camapkaaackoi oomactu (=CKCO), B.1V,Camapkang, 1896. Otoen
1V, c1p.1-22; Tam xe: lllaxu-3uHna 1 €ro HAMOTHIIBHBII MAMSTHUK.CTP.39-45

* CKCO,1898, B.VL,1899.

> E.Blochet.Les inscription de Samarkand, Revue Archeologique.1897,v.1, pp.67-109

® E.M.Maccoun. O npoucxoxaenun Mapsones Typkan-aka B Camapkanzge. Marepuaisl
10 MCTOPHH U TEOPHHU apXUTEKTYphl Y30ekucrana,B.1, [M.],1950, ctp.46
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without the profound textual and paleographic analysis.” Later, those
inscriptions from the mausoleum Shirin-Beg aga, on the basis of the
texts translated by V.A.Shishkin, were included in the collection
Repertoire chronologique d* épigraphie arabe. ®

Studying inscriptions of architectural buildings of a complex Shah-i
Zinda, experts have not taken into account materials taking place there
funeral epigraphy. In terms of the information value and the content of
historic facts, the gravestone inscriptions are of significant scientific
importance and value. Unfortunately, until now, such monuments have
not become the objects of solid research of historians and experts. The
urgent necessity to investigate and publish them is dictated by such
external factors as meteorological conditions, which cause obliterating
and destroying the inscriptions, as a consequence, the important data can
be lost for history.

On the particular areas and between the sites built up by over tomb
constructions, which are located to the left and to the right sides from the
main narrow pass of the complex, there are concentrated the tombstones
with inscriptions, which mainly have a pedestal form. Each site contains
the different quantity of plates: from 3 to 30 and more. Sometimes there
are met separate gravestones. The big number of epitaphs can be found
also on the site to the east from the main entrance of the complex, in the
territory of a modern cemetery Shah-i Zinda. The epitaphs from the
tombs located near the main pass of the complex represent great interest
for the Sayyids’ history and genealogy. All epitaphs (63 items in total)
are localized according to the place of their disposing, and divided into
four groups, respectively. The first group consists of 31 tombstones; two
of them are without any inscriptions. The second group contains 11
epitaphs, the third group 7, and the fourth group contains 12 epitaphs.
Each over-tomb plate is numbered according to the location in the
complex. Forty-five gravestones from this list are distinguished for their

7 B.A.Illnmukynda.Hagnuen B ancamOne  [laxu-3unna.3omuectBo  Y30ekucraHa.

Marepuans! u uccienoBanus. Beim. 11.Ancam6is [laxu-3unna. Tamkent, 1970. C.7-71

8 Repertoire chronologique d'épigraphie arabe fondé par Etienne Combe, Jean Sauvaget
et Gaston Wiet. Tom XVIII (Année 784 a 800 de 1'hegire)/ Etabli par Ludvik Kalus.
Institut francais de 1'archeologie orientale du Caire, 1991., pp. 44-46
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dressing and wealth of data. Twenty-six gravestones of the total number
represent burial places of male representatives of the House of Sayyids,
the rest gravestones mark the female tombs. Reading and translation of
epitaphs were carried out after decoding and additional treatment of
inscriptions.

The investigation results have shown that the main part of these
tombstones represents burial places of representatives from the House of
Sayyids. The genealogic chain of gravestone inscriptions counts from 2
up to 29 names. Twenty-nine names are available in the genealogic chain
of epitaphs numbered Shz-III (25) (text Nel, Fig. 1) and Shz-14 (text No2,
Fig. Ne 2).° In inscriptions from gravestones numbered Shz-5 and Shz-6
(text Ne3, Fig. 3) there were identified 28 names belonging to the male
representative of the Sayyids family. Among the female names from this
house, there were revealed the names of the genealogy frequently
mentioned in the following gravestone inscriptions: 29 names in Shz-22,
23 names in Shz-VII-29, etc.

The majority of the investigated here gravestones related to the
Sayyids family, chronologically pertain to the epoch of the Uzbek
khanates (16™ -18" centuries). The tombstones from the Timurid period
are met less frequently.

As judged by the data from the gravestone inscriptions, it was
determined that here in Samarkand in the 15" century, and especially in
the 16™ -18"™ centuries, there was a community of the Sayyids whose
representatives bore the eponym of Misaviyya. The reason for this can
serve the term Sayyid Musaviyya available in the structure of names of
important persons and officials from among the descendants of the
Prophet. As the presented genealogies of the particular epitaphs from the
necropolis Shah-i Zinda have showen, the Sayyids Musaviyya are
descendants of the Termez Sayyids. They descent from Ja’far ibn
Ibrahim Misa, appointed as a nakib (the head of the Sayyids) during the

° Hereinafter the numbering of epigraphic monuments is given in accordance with the
Catalogue compiled by the author of the article based on the expedition materials in the
order of location in the complex area. For instance, SHZ (Shah-i Zinda).
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epoch of the Samanids in the settlement of the Sayyids near Termez."’
Proceeding from the Sayyids’ genealogy, it is necessary to note that the
genealogic line of the Samarkand branch of the Sayyids-Musaviyya in
traced his ancestry to Khamza,'' the son of the seventh imam Miisa al-
Kazim (745-802). The above-mentioned Ja’far ibn Ibrahim Misa is in
the eighth degree of consanguinity from Hamza. There is an opinion that
the Musaviyya Sayyids represent a separate branch of descendants of the
Termez Sayyids. But the nisba termizi is absent in the texts of
inscriptions from the tombstones of the Musaviyya Sayyids.

Referring to particular words and terms designating the state ranks
and religious grades, it is possible to determine the sociopolitical and
religious functions of the Musaviyya Sayyids. 1t is supposed that those
persons participated in the organs of the state-administrative system of
the society in the 16™-18™ centuries. In the components of names of
some representatives of the Sayyids there are such titles, as amir al-kabir
(amir-i kabir) amir, sultan, mir. Amir ‘Abd ul-Khay (Shz-2, Shz-7, Shz-
19), amir Sayyid Mahdi (Shz-1 (23),are named by an epithet amir al-
kabir. Mir as a brief form of the title amir is met only in the structure of
names of genealogical gravestone Shz (III)-3. Probably, not all the
Sayyids bore a title amir what is testified by the texts of particular
epitaphs. Both titles — amir and sultan are placed on some tombstones.
Some persons from that family for their merits and accomplishments
were bestowed by supreme titles and epithets al-vall, al-sayyid al-faml
al-a’lim  that gives an indication about the Sayyid’s excellence in
mystical knowledge.

There is no exact data in our disposal on migration of this branch of
the Sayyids to Samarkand. Apparently, the descendants of Dja’far ibn
Ibrahim settled there in the Amir Timur's epoch, which saw the
stabilization in society. It should be also noted that Timur, as well as the
rulers of the following centuries, held the Sayyids in estimation and
respect.

10 k. Mup3saeB. Ponb Tepmesckux caiiiiunoB B uctopuu lLleHTpanbHoil A3zum.
www kitab.uz/cms/files/%20Caitiinnsr.doc - Pages similaires C.4

" Bapromsn B.B. VIL PaGotel mo ucropuueckoii reorpadgum u ucropuu MpaHa,
M.:Hayka, 1971. C.135
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Thus, the funeral epigraphy materials from the complex Shah-i Zinda
have shown that the genealogic data of gravestone inscriptions serve as
the evidence of not only ancestral relationship of the Sayyids family, but
also attest their social functions in administrative and managerial system
of the state, as well as their active participation in religious life in the
centuries under consideration. Further inquiry into the history of the
Sayyids of Mawaraunnahr on the basis of gravestone inscriptions and
their publication can reveal new historic facts and data on the history of
this important stratum of the Muslim society.

Appendix

Shz-11I (25) (size of groundstones: 172x39x47) (text Nel)

Al as )

O Olali jial 2l smd) alladl aad jlasall agball ) giall M8 ja ) 2a

el Gl Dghae el (ol el e el il (g gaml pa [ s Claialans Clis Gl
dana Glhala

) O el Gl ol 2 gana el all Jlea aal Cpl Gass yaal ) et ) ael
*):\.A‘

D Ol (omge ) ) ) Gl dese el Gl (e el () e gl ) il

o an (il anld () () se () dana ) sl Jae bl Cpl deaa cpl

) cmutadl oy alal ol AL deaa alal ol Balia jima alal ) AlIS o ga plal ()
Gl ol Gl (e Giasall el ol e oLl

Wlanads 5 Gprans 970 4w )58 el g )l (A g s ) 2 S

The western end face:

1. This is the effulgent and exhaling fragrance tomb of al-Sayyid, the
scholar, al-Sa‘id the martyr amir Sultan Husayn

2. of the son of the Lord a refuge of the Sayyids, the sign of greatness,
from the clan of murtadavi and amir ‘Abd-Ghaffar ibn amir Sultan
Muhammad
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3. ibn Ibrahim ibn amir Husayn ibn amir Jamal ad-din amir
Mahmxdshah ibn amir Husayn ibn amir

4.Tahir ibn amir Husayn ibn amir ‘All ibn amir Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim ibn Misa ibn Ja‘far

5. ibn Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘ArabT
ibn Qasim ibn Hamza

6. ibn Imam Misa Kazim ibn Imam Ja‘far Sadiq ibn Imam
Muhammad al-Baqir ibn Imam Zayn ul-abidiyn ibn

7. Imam Husayn ibn amir al-mi ‘minin ‘All ibn AbT Talib

8. Let Allah shed glory on him, died in the month of shavval 970 year,
(nine hundred seventieth) (970/1562)

Shz-14 (size of groundstones: 151x30x41) (text Ne2)

Juadd) 4 gl
Gl e ol Clinle jedas ) 5ie 38 ja 028
Op dene s (p e deae el Gl (g sl e o Ul
Ol Jlea 0 e el (G pat) ) Ll daae ¢ el jiae
Qe (g pal ) (n (oase O deme 0 Slo O e el (s G 0l 3 5eme
O e plal o e (G s B 0 () oY) dene (G deal Gy dieland

Northern end face:

1. This effulgent sacred (purified) tomb of a Master, the place of come-
back of the Sayyids,

2. The etiquette of greatness, from the clan of murtadavi and amir
Muhammad Ja’far ibn Haydar Muhammad ibn

3.Ghaganfar Sultan ibn Muhammad Sultan Ibrahim ibn Sultan
Husayn ibn Jamal ad-din

4. Mahmid Shah ibn Husayn ibn Tahir ibn Husayn ibn ‘All ibn
Muhammad ibn Misa ibn Ibrahtm Muhammad

5. ibn Isma‘il ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al- ArabT ibn Qasim ibn
Hamza ibn Imam Misa ibn

(continuation on the upper plane of a plate)
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6. ibn Imam Ja‘far Sadiq ibn Imam Muhammad Bagqir

7. ibn Imam Zayn ul-abidiyn ibn Husayn

8. al-shahid (martyr) ibn ‘Ali ibn AbT Talib, let

9.Allah bestow a blessing on him, Fatima, the daughter of the Envoy of
Allah

sial) 435l

uedll a5y

et (i i s e Gl 3
EJ\J&ALLGJJJ\)';AS‘)A Aﬁ}.\.\l\ {);@J\

Southern end face:

1.0n Friday

2.in the Month of shavval of the nine hundred eightieth year of

3.al - Hejira of the Prophet, he, who is reading (this text), is blessed by
me

Shz-6 (size of groundstones: 196x48x49) (text Ne3)

Jadd) 4 gl

ol staall anaY) LGN 38 ye 138

O O Ol el Gl Cpall Jlas )

dene b yel G sghae el Jliallae )

_):‘-“‘C)-.'O%“A).-}“Cﬁbﬁiwiﬁwﬂ‘du%ﬂ‘wd%ﬁ‘&ﬁ“‘ﬁ‘J:‘-“‘i—.’
B0
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Northern end face:

1. It is a tomb of a good young man, forgiven and absolved

2. amir Jamal ad-din ibn amir Sultan Husayn ibn

3. amir ‘Abd ul-Ghaffar ibn amir Muttahir ibn amir Sultan
Muhammad

4. ibn amir Ibrahim ibn amir Husayn ibn amir Jamal ad-din ibn
Mahmiid Shah ibn amir Husayn ibn amir Tahir

5. ibn amir Husayn ibn amir ‘All ibn amir Muhammad ibn amir
Ibrahim ibn Misa ibn Muhammad Ja‘far ibn Isma‘il ibn Ahmad ibn
Muhammad

6. ibn ArabT ibn Qasim ibn Hamza ibn Imam Misa Kazim ibn Imam
Ja‘far Sadiq ibn Imam Muhammad al- Baqir ibn Imam Zayn ul-
‘Abidiyn ibn Imam Husayn ibn amir ....

The system of transliteration of the Arabic letters accepted in the present work

Arabic letters Latin letters
‘\ )
) a
[ a
< b
< p
[ t

L
=3

dj,j. g
ch

[SRNQ]

n
=
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